WIU Council on General Education
3 March 2011 Meeting Minutes

Present:  Cynthia Struthers (chair), Diana Allen, Esteban Araya, Ginny Boynton (secretary), Jongnam Choi, John Hemingway, Douglas Huff, Andrea Hyde, Patrick McGinty, John Miller, Zee Mutairi, Feridun Tasdan, Jess White (vice chair).  Ex-officio:  Judi Dallinger, Russ Morgan, Candace McLaughlin.
Guests present:  Sam Thompson and Rambir Kang (Geography).
Chairperson Cynthia Struthers called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. in 207A Morgan Hall.  
Jess White moved to approve the February 17 Minutes; Pat McGinty seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.  
Chairperson Struthers announced that the Senate Executive Committee had reviewed the proposed changes to the Faculty Senate Bylaws for CGE.  She will attend the Faculty Senate meeting on March 8 for the First Reading of the proposed Bylaws changes and will also attend the Senate meeting on March 29 for the Second Reading and vote.

Geography 108
Dr. Sam Thompson, Chair of the Geography Department, presented a proposal for Natural Science (Part B) General Education credit for Geography 108 (Digital Earth).  Dr. Thompson confirmed that it was a 4-credit class, as noted on the form, not a 3-credit class, as noted on the syllabus submitted with the form.
Council members raised questions about several parts of the form:

Section (c):  This section needs to explicitly address all four of the learning objectives on page 59 of the catalog.  Dr. Kang, who teaches the course, provided the Council with examples relevant to each of the four, but that was not reflected on the form.  
Section (d):  Since this course will eventually be included in the Geography major, this section needs to be completed.
Section (e):  The form needs to be clearer about the ways in which writing and revision will be incorporated into this class. WIU expects that in courses with an enrollment of 50 or fewer, “students should have at least one written assignment with written or oral feedback from the instructor with an opportunity for revision.” (http://www.wiu.edu/gened/WritingInGenEd.php)

Section (f):  This section needs to be completed.

The Council asked Drs. Thomas and Kang to bring a revised proposal back to a future CGE meeting for reconsideration.

BOT/ZOO 200 Follow-Up

Dr. Struthers reported no resolution on this issue yet.  Biology Chair Mike Romano confirmed that Biology intends BOT 200 and ZOO 200 to remain Gen Ed courses open to all students.  Dr. Romano will speak with Biology’s Curriculum Committee and get back to Dr. Struthers at some future date.

Art History 284 Gen Ed Assessment Plan
The Council considered Art History 284’s Gen Ed Assessment Plan for Goals 3 and 5.
Goal 3:  No learning outcome was listed; instead, the goals were listed as learning outcomes. The methods used to assess student learning were not clear, and seemed to perhaps be based on assignment grade, which is not appropriate.  The four categories of assessment need to be correctly identified.

Goal 5:  Goal 5’s reference to using “exams and essays” was not specific enough.  Number 5 needs the specificity present in Goal 3.

The forms will be returned to the Art Department for further attention.

History 311 Gen Ed Assessment Plan
John Miller moved to approve; Jess White seconded; approved unanimously as submitted.

Report on Fall 2010 Gen Ed Assessment Data

Associate Provost Judi Dallinger reported that Agriculture and DFMH have both submitted their results.  Dr. Dallinger reported that BAT 300 had not yet submitted an assessment plan, although she has asked for it on several occasions.  Women’s Studies plans to have the revised plan for WS 265 available for the Council to review soon.

The Council had an extended discussion of the Gen Ed Assessment results for English 180, because Dr. Dallinger reported that the Department reported identical results for both Goals 2 and 3.  English reported that they had assessed the same four traits for both goals:

1.Essay articulates a clear and sophisticated thesis. 
2. Essay details develop the thesis. 
3. Essay effectively organizes ideas. 
4. Essay uses the conventions of edited American English.
Some Council members argued that since critical thinking is central to writing and communicating, that it was appropriate to combine the two.  Others argued that since the goals were listed separately in our Gen Ed program and are assessed separately in all other departments assigned those goals, they should be assessed separately in this case.  The suggestion was made that traits 1, 2, and 3 be used to assess Goal 2 (critical thinking) and trait 4 be used to assess Goal 3 (clear and cogent communication).

The Council decided to return the report to English and ask them to decide how they want to handle this, with the proviso that the same data cannot be used to assess both goals.

Gen Ed Study Abroad and Transfer Courses
The Council discussed a concern raised by Council member Ginny Boynton, also a department chair.  She reported that department chairs are sometimes asked by the Study Abroad office to decide which courses at foreign universities should earn Gen Ed credit at WIU, a role that belongs to CGE.  This broadened into a discussion of the best way to handle the myriad transfer courses seeking Gen Ed credit that Chairperson Struthers must now evaluate.  The Council will return to these issues at a future date.
The meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Ginny Boynton, CGE Secretary


